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proprietors by yielding up.their respurces. of wealth .and mupifi-
CeNGOuy ~ . - S

Vast quantities of land have been reclainted from the generation
of foul malarias, and been made to contibute to the health and
comfoits of their owners, under the renovating effects of assistants .
suggested by the discoverieg in scientific and chemical investiga-
tions. AM this is not only profitable to us as a peaple, but pro-
ductive of the richest gpchi blessings, .. To the gradual develop-
meny, of:these cheeting results the agtion of the f,egislai,ure, here-
tofore, has contributed its helping band; but only a tithe of what
ought 1o be done has been as yet commenced. Great cobse-
quences to the present and future _generations will flow from the
continued aid to. the cause of agriculture by. our State goveroment.
Maryland is rich.in her mineral resources, whilg her lands are
susceptible of. higl{;' cultivation; and .the most important class of
our population—the agrieplturists,—from whom go large & share
of the material support to the government is drawn, should be
generously stimulated in their yoble pursnits by the kind and
fostering .care of the State, e

While Maryland, in all her relations to the general government
and her sister States, occupies a position .eminently satisfactory,
her domestic condiion is,one of ng less encouragement.. . Through
all the tying scenes che hag had to pass, (the resblt of her liberali-
ty in sustaiping her public works,) her credit has never been se-
~ riously tarnished, and she pow bears an . enviable character in a
fipancial point of view.. The various public works of our State
have continued.(o expand in, their capacities and permanent re-
sources. 'The whole State, and especially the city of Baltimore—
which should ever command our pride apd suppori in the deyelop-
ment and fostering of her commercial interests—has enjoyed the
inultiform benefits arising, from these works, whije the peaple haye
manfully boroe the heayy burdens cast upon them, and continued
to meet promptly the demands of the Treasury. = .

The contral of these vast inferests has by. the Constitution de-
volved principally upon a co.ordinate branch of the -goverpment
—the Board of Commigsioners of Public Works.  Their wisdom,
I am sure, will point qut the course best to be pursued jn their
management and futare disposition. It would be inappropriete
in me to suggest to them or o you, Senptors and Representalives,
any specific measure in relation to thew at this stage of my ad-
ministration, npr is it necessary ai this time to discuss ir detail the
relations borne by the State to her public works, nor their fipancial
condition. The result of someof these enteyprises which the State
has liberally fostered, has not been such as, was by many anticipa-
ted when the credit, of the State ..\_\'as‘oar;)egl’vfo;;t,heir cofistruction.
Yet, on the other hand, it may be remarked (hat the benefits ac-
cruing to the State should not be measured by .the direc; profit or
loss upon the actual investment, or the amount of revenue anpual-
~ ly derivable to the 'I'reasury on their account. The, State is the
cainer wherever the result has been an increase in the extent and




